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January 5, 1912- 24 

VENEZUELA. 

Yellow Fever at Caracas. 

Acting Asst. Surg. Stewart, at La Guaira, reports December 16: 
During the week ended December 8, 2 cases of yellow fever were 
reported at Caracas. 

Establishment of a National Office of Sanitation. 

By executive order the President of the United States of Venezuela 
on November 13, 1911, directed the creation of a national office of 
sanitation. The following is a translation of the decree: 

Gen. J. V. Gomez, President of the United States of Venezuela, considering: 

That in order to be made efficacious for the public health, sanitary measures must be 
established with perfect scientific rigor and practice and in a regular way, stable 
and uniform throughout the country: 

Considering: 

That the Republic, as well for its foreign relations as for its internal development and 
the fostering of immigration, needs sanitary conditions beyond reproach; 

Decrees: 

Article 1. An office of national sanitation is created under the orders of which will 
act an institute of hygiene, composed of a laboratory of bacteriology, one of parasit- 
ology, and one of biological chemistry; a veterinary department, and a central station 
of disinfection. 

This office shall establish other subordinate offices with the proper personnel in 
those parts of the Republic where the service of sanitation requires it. 

Art. 2. For its control and action the national office will depend upon the Presi- 
dent of the Republic, whose orders shall be countersigned by the proper minister, 
according to article 100 of the national constitution. 

Art. 3. The personnel of the national office shall consist of a director, a subdirector, 
who shall be a technical bacteriologist, an engineer, a biological chemist, a veteri- 
narian, an inspector general, two technical assistants, a secretary, who shall be a 
stenographer, and two laboratory attendants. 

Art. 4. The personnel of the central station of disinfection shall be composed of a 
chief medical officer, who shall be a bacteriologist, an administrator, a porter, two 
disinfectors, two drivers, and two firemen. 

Art. 5. The Federal Executive shall name the director, and on his recommenda- 
tion the technical employees and principals of the office of national sanitation. The 
director shall make the other appointments with the previous approval of the former. 

Art. 6. The director is empowered to contract abroad, with the previous approval 
of the executive, for the technical employees whom the institute and the central office 
of disinfection may need. 

Art. 7. The building occupied by the bureau of telegraphs is temporarily assigned 
for the establishment of the office of national sanitation. 

Art. 8. The apparatus, instruments, machines, needful furniture, equipment, and 
records now used by the bureau of hygiene and public health shall form a part of 
the office of national sanitation, as shall also everything acquired for this service in 
the future. 

Art. 9. The Executive shall construct for the institute as soon as possible, accord- 
ing to plans presented by the director, a suitable building, which shall be provided 
with the necessary apparatus, equipment, and tools. 

Art. 10. The institutions of charity, the leper hospitals, the hospitals for the insane, 
other hospitals, lazarettoes, aqueducts, sewers, and street pavements in the Federal 
District, as well as in the States and Territories of the Union, shall be under the 
immediate and direct control of the office of national sanitation for the purpose of 
disinfection and sanitation. 

Art. 11. In conformity with the studies, decisions, and regulations of the office of 
national sanitation practicable construction, extension, and modification of aque- 
ducts, sewers, pavements, and other works in the province of sanitary engineering 
shall be undertaken in order to improve with the required speed the ports of La 
Guaira, Puerto Cabello, Maracaibo, Tucacas, La Vela, Cumana, Rio Caribe, Cristobal 
Colon, Guiria, Irapa, Imataca, Ciudad Bolivar, and others, fluvial as well as mari- 
time, and also the other cities of the Republic. 

Art. 12. The ministries, presidents of States, municipal councils, Territorial gov- 
ernments, frontier authorities, military commanders, customs officers, and other bodies 
and officers shall have recourse to this sole and central authority for consultation in 
these matters. 



